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News

Congratulations to Apolline Taillandier, 

who will be a postdoctoral research as-

sociate at the University of Cambridge 

(Department of Politics and Interna-

tional Studies and the Leverhulme Cen-

tre for the Future of Intelligence) and 

at the University of Bonn (Center for 

Science and Thought), starting in Jan-

uary 2021. The position is based in the 

“Philosophy and Ethics of Artificial In-

telligence” Program supported by the 

Thomas and Ulla Kolbeck Foundation. 

As part of this project, Apolline will in-

vestigate the historical role of feminist 

thought and activism in the critique of 

computer technology and the remak-

ing of artificial intelligence as a scien-

tific project from the 1980s onwards. 

In the context of rising concerns about 

the discriminatory and stratifying ef-

fects of AI, she will study the transna-

tional circulation of ethics and gender 

justice norms and their reinterpreta-

tion by scientists and industry actors, 

focusing on European and US Ameri-

can sites of technical AI research. Apol-

line enrolled as a doctoral candidate in 

Political Science at MaxPo in 2016 and 

is currently finishing her PhD thesis un-

der the supervision of former MaxPo 

codirector Jenny Andersson. 

 https://tinyurl.com/apolline-taillandier

Apolline Taillandier awarded prestigious 5-year postdoctoral position

Apolline Taillandier

Read more about

 Visitors and Speakers 2020/21

 Events 2020/21

 Adaptive Academics

 Recent Publications

 Job Openings



Page 02 | 2020/2 MaxPo Newsletter

News

We are pleased to welcome Ömer Faruk 

Metin as new doctoral researcher at 

MaxPo. Ömer obtained his bachelor’s 

degree in International Relations with 

a minor in History from Bilkent Univer-

sity, Ankara, in 2018. Prior to joining 

MaxPo, he participated as a research 

assistant in several projects conducted 

by UNESCO IIEP, Sciences Po Médialab, 

and the Migration Research Center at 

Koç University. In June 2020, Ömer re-

ceived a master’s degree from Sciences 

Po, Paris School of International Affairs, 

where he wrote his master’s thesis on 

the Measurement of Populism with 

Text Classification using Facebook posts 

from Yellow Vests supporters. Ömer’s 

doctoral research project in political 

science at MaxPo will explore the rela-

tionship between populist support and 

inequalities in selected European coun-

tries with a particular focus on housing, 

political participation, and digital liter-

acy. Ömer will work under the super-

vision of Emiliano Grossman (Sciences 

Po/LIEPP).

 https://tinyurl.com/omer-faruk-metin

Ömer Faruk Metin

Ömer Faruk Metin is new doctoral researcher at MaxPo

Olivier Borraz, Research Director at the 

Centre de sociologie des organisations 

(CSO), Sciences Po, Paris, is a new mem-

ber of the Joint Council of MaxPo. He 

replaces Marie-Laure Djelic, who took 

up her new position as director at the 

Graduate Institute of International and 

Development Studies in Geneva in Sep-

tember 2020. The Joint Council advises 

MaxPo directors on work at the Center 

as well as on the selection of research 

projects and staff. Borraz’s most recent 

book, “Covid-19: une crise orga nisa-

tion nelle,” a collaboration with three 

colleagues, examines the French re-

sponse to the Covid-19 crisis during the 

spring of 2020 and suggests original 

hypotheses using new survey data for 

understanding the French organiza-

tional response.

 https://tinyurl.com/crise-organisationnelle

 https://tinyurl.com/olivier-borraz

New member of MaxPo Joint Council: Olivier Borraz

Olivier Borraz
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Visitors and Speakers in Fall and Winter 2020/21

Céline Bessière is a professor of sociol-

ogy at Paris Dauphine University (PSL 

University). She studies the material, 

economic and legal dimensions of fam-

ily, in particular through the analysis 

of inheritance and marital breakdown. 

Her research is at the crossroads of sev-

eral fields: sociology of law and justice, 

sociology of gender and family, and 

economic sociology. Céline Bessière’s 

last book, Le Genre du capital: Com-

ment la famille reproduit les inégal-

ités, co-authored with Sibylle Gollac 

(La Découverte 2020), approaches the 

institution of family from a material-

istic point of view breaking with the 

dominant theory of a modern rela-

tionship-based family, free of finan-

cial stakes. Exploring family wealth 

arrangements, the book answers the 

following questions: Why do women 

accumulate fewer assets than men? 

Why do marital separations impoverish 

women while they do not prevent men 

from becoming wealthy?

 https://celinebessiere.ovh/

Céline Bessière

Michel Anteby is Associate Professor 

of Management and Organizations at 

Boston University’s Questrom School of 

Business and (by courtesy) Sociology at 

Boston University’s College of Arts and 

Sciences. Prior to joining BU, Michel 

taught in master, doctoral, and executive 

programs at the Harvard Business School 

and the Yale School of Management. His 

research looks at how individuals relate 

to their work, their occupations, and the 

organizations they belong to. More spe-

cifically, he examines the practices that 

people engage in at work that help them 

sustain their chosen cultures or identities. 

In doing so, his research contributes to a 

better understanding of how these cul-

tures and identities come to be and man-

ifest themselves. Empirical foci for these 

inquiries have included airport security 

officers, business school professors, clin-

ical anatomists, factory craftsmen, ghost-

writers, and subway drivers.

 https://www.michelanteby.net/

Michel Anteby

Sibylle Gollac is a CNRS researcher at 

the Centre de recherches sociologiques 

et politiques de Paris (CRESPPA) and a 

member of the “Cultures and Urban 

Societies” team at CRESPPA. Her re-

search focuses on social mobilities and 

the role of heritage in the reproduc-

tion of class and gender social relations, 

as well as on the place of economic and 

legal factors in kinship relations and 

gender inequalities. She has published 

the book Le Genre du capital [The Gen-

der of Capital] with Céline Bessière. 

Since 2008, she has been participat-

ing in a collective survey on the judi-

cial treatment of marital separations 

and inequalities in the face of justice 

(JUSTINES team). 

 https://tinyurl.com/sibylle-gollac

 http://justines.cnrs.fr

Sibylle Gollac

Fabian Muniesa is a professor at Mines 

ParisTech (Ecole des Mines de Paris). Orig-

inally trained as a sociologist, he has de-

veloped expertise in fields such as science 

and technology studies, economic sociol-

ogy, economic anthropology and orga-

nization studies. His current areas of in-

terest and research projects include: the 

sociology of finance, the anthropology 

of capitalism, the history of experimental 

methods in the social sciences, the prag-

matics of calculation, and the politics of 

innovation. He is the direction of the Ob-

servatory of Responsible Innovation and 

the holder of an ERC Starting Grant.

 https://tinyurl.com/fabian-muniesaFabian Muniesa
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Visitors and Speakers in Fall and Winter 2020/21

Eelke Heemskerk

Eelke Heemskerk is Associate Professor 

of Political Science at the University of 

Amsterdam and management consul-

tant at the Galan Group. The European 

Research Council has awarded him an 

ERC starting grant for his research on 

global networks of corporate control 

(CORPNET). The project is titled “Cor-

porate Network Governance: Power, 

Ownership and Control in Contempo-

rary Global Capitalism.” The ERC grant 

supports young academics who have 

the proven potential of becoming inde-

pendent research leaders. The EUR 1.5 

mio grant allows Heemskerk to build 

a new research team over the coming 

five years.

 http://www.eelkeheemskerk.nl/

Emily Erikson is Academic Director of 

the Fox International Fellowship and 

Associate Professor of Sociology at Yale 

University. She works on the emergence 

and development of global networks, or-

ganizations, and the institutions of capi-

talism and democracy. In her award-win-

ning book, Between Monopoly and Free 

Trade: The English East India Company 

(PUP 2014), she shows how the autono-

my of agents in the East India Company 

fostered informal information sharing 

and organizational flexibility and illu-

minates the processes underpinning the 

emergence of early multi-national firms 

and the structure of early modern glob-

al trade. Her forthcoming book, The 

End of Equity: Companies and Politics 

in the Development of a New Science 

of Economics (CUP), identifies a crucial 

transformation in economic thinking in 

the early modern era, when moral issues 

took a backseat to growth imperatives. 

 https://tinyurl.com/emily-erikson

Emily Erikson

As of October 2020, Lukas Wolters will 

be a visiting doctoral researcher at Max-

Po. Lukas is a PhD candidate at Massa-

chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 

focusing on wealth inequality and the 

political economy of household financ-

es. In particular, he is interested in un-

derstanding how social policy shapes 

people’s savings and investment deci-

sions. He graduated summa cum laude 

from Sciences Po, Paris, and worked for 

the UN World Food Program in Bolivia 

and Paraguay prior to coming to MIT. 

He is a graduate student affiliate of the 

Minda de Gunzburg Center for Europe-

an Studies at Harvard University. 

 https://tinyurl.com/lukas-wolters

Imogen T. Liu is a PhD candidate at 

the Faculty of Arts and Social Scienc-

es, Maastricht University, where her 

research focuses on the transnation-

alization of state capital, sovereign 

wealth, foreign investment and the po-

litical economy of China. Her research 

has taken her on fieldwork to Beijing, 

Hong Kong and Serbia. Her PhD is 

embedded in the ERC-project SWFsEU-

ROPE about sovereign wealth funds in 

the global political economy. Most re-

cently, she was awarded a Short Term 

Scientific Mission by the COST Action 

CHERN. Imogen will arrive at MaxPo in 

January 2021.

 https://tinyurl.com/imogen-liu

Lukas Wolters

Two new visiting doctoral researchers at MaxPo

Imogen Liu
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Events 2020/21

February 19, 2021, 10:00–12:00 

Joint seminar with CSO and CEE

Michel Anteby, Boston University

Translating Expertise across Work 

Contexts: U.S. Puppeteers Move from 

Stage to Screen

March 15, 2021

Eric Schoon, Ohio State University

Methodology: Unpacking the relation-

ship between global trends and the 

individual cases

April 9, 2021, 10:00-12:00 

Joint seminar with CSO

Stéphanie Ginalski, University of 

Lausanne, Institute of Political Studies

Women on Corporate Boards: 

The Swiss Case in a Historical and 

Comparative Perspective  

 www.maxpo.eu/events.asp

Forthcoming

An international workshop on “The 

Political Economy of Law Enforcement” 

was held from October 7–9, 2020. It 

was organized by MaxPo Co-Director 

Cornelia Woll, Matías Dewey from the 

University of St. Gallen, and Lucas Ron-

coni from the Centro de Investigacion y 

Accion Social in Buenos Aires, who met 

with around 10 other international 

researchers. The online workshop was 

the second event fostering an interdis-

ciplinary dialogue on unequal law en-

forcement. The presenters focused on 

a variety of empirical concerns ranging 

from the non-enforcement of the law 

to state-making processes, with atten-

tion to the organizational, relational, 

political, and cultural dimensions of 

law enforcement across issue areas. 

Systematic biases in law enforcement 

are regarded as an under-researched 

November 9, 2020, 11:00–12:30

Zoom seminar

Eelke Heemskerk, University  

of Amsterdam

The New Age of Index Capitalism 

Discussant: Emmanuel Lazega, CSO

December 7, 2020, 12:00–13:30 

Zoom seminar 

Fabian Muniesa, Mines ParisTech 

Assetization: Turning Things into Assets 

in Technoscientific Capitalism 

Discussant: Vincent Lépinay, Médialab, 

Sciences Po

January 25, 2021, 16:00–17:30 

Zoom seminar

Emily Erikson, Yale University

Trade and Nation: How Companies and 

Politics Reshaped Economic Thought 

Discussant: Claire Lemercier, CSO

and under-theorized mechanism pro-

ducing social, political, or economic or-

der. Examining the varied ways law en-

forcement mechanisms and institutions 

can be manipulated and addressing 

the reasons for these strategies helps 

to move beyond simplistic accounts of 

corruption, capture, or weak institu-

tions. Instead the workshop highlight-

ed cases of discretionary enforcement 

that served public objectives or ad-

vanced a specific political strategy un-

der a given sets of constraints. During 

the three-day workshop participants 

shared field work from countries in 

Europe and Latin America, the Unit-

ed States, Russia, and Egypt, with the 

aim of publishing a special issue in a 

peer-reviewed journal on the topic.

 https://tinyurl.com/law-enforcement- 

workshop

The Political Economy of Law Enforcement: Online workshop in October

The online workshop on “The Political 

Economy of Law Enforcement” with 

researchers from Europe and the 

Americas took place from October 7–9, 

2020.

https://www.mpifg.de/projects/maxpo-law-enforcement/index_en.asp


Page 06 | 2020/2 MaxPo Newsletter

Adaptive Academics

As a first-year PhD student, I expected anything but the outbreak of a global 

pandemic. The Covid crisis shook my life far beyond the boundaries of academic 

research. Getting back into the light is not easy. However, you don’t have to do 

it alone. Friends and colleagues are essential. As real researchers, they can help 

you find the most important thing: yourself.

The Covid-19 crisis had very contradictory effects on research. For interviews, 

some people became more difficult to reach (crisis management, children-at-

home), while others were considerably easier to contact.

The Covid-19 crisis has shown how adaptable humans and humanity can be even 

in short periods of time. It has also highlighted that crises are also always an 

opportunity to consider a different functioning of society.

Working daily on the economic and budgetary response to the Covid-19 crisis 

helped me to feel useful and occupied during the lockdown period.

Especially the early phase of the Covid-19 crisis made everyone reevaluate what 

they consider important in life. It has been a unique time of reflection.

During the spring of 2020, MaxPo re-

searchers confronted the challenges 

related to the spike in Covid-19 cases 

across the world, and the resulting 

shut-down measures that were put 

into place across economies and societ-

ies. Here, some MaxPo researchers offer 

their perspectives on how they coped 

with the changes that such restrictive 

and unprecedented steps brought.

Research during the coronavirus pandemic

“

”

”

“
“

“

“

“

“

“

United States

 

of America

South Korea

Africa

Asia

Europe
France

Ecuador

 

 

Whereabouts of MaxPo staff 

Places MaxPo visiting 
researchers returned to 
at the beginning of the 
pandemicBelgium

Denmark

Austria

South America

Australia

Where did MaxPo researchers work after the coronavirus outbreak in the spring of 2020?

Germany
Poland
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Recent Publications

Olivier Godechot, Paula Apascaritei, István Boza, Lasse Henriksen, Are Skeie 

Hermansen, Feng Hou, Naomi Kodama, Alena Křížková, Jiwook Jung, Marta Elvira, 

Silvia Maja Melzer, Eunmi Mun, Halil Sabanci, Max Thaning, Nina Bandelj, Alexis 

Baudour, Dustin Avent-Holt, Aleksandra Kanjuo-Mrčela, Zoltán Lippényi, Andrew 

Penner, Trond Petersen, Andreja Poje, William Rainey, Mirna Safi, Matthew Soener, 

and Donald Tomaskovic-Devey. 2020. The Great Separation: Top Earner Segregation 

at Work in High-Income Countries. MaxPo Discussion Paper 20/3. Paris: Max Planck 

Sciences Po Center on Coping with Instability in Market Societies. 

 http://www.maxpo.eu/pub/maxpo_dp/maxpodp20-3.pdf

Patrick Kaczmarczyk. 2020. Growth Models and the Footprint of Transnational Capital. 

MaxPo Discussion Paper 20/2. Paris: Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping with 

Instability in Market Societies.

 http://www.maxpo.eu/pub/maxpo_dp/maxpodp20-2.pdf

Jenny Preunkert. 2020. Primary Dealer Systems in the European Union. MaxPo 

Discussion Paper 20/1. Paris: Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping with Instability 

in Market Societies.

 http://www.maxpo.eu/pub/maxpo_dp/maxpodp20-1.pdf

Andreas Eisl and Elvire Fabry. 2020. Is Brexit a Gamer Changer for EU External Differen-

tiated Integration? In Towards an Ambitious, Broad, Deep, and Flexible EU–UK Partner-

ship?, edited by Andreas Aktoudianakis et al. Brussels: European Policy Centre, 67–71.

 https://tinyurl.com/eisl-fabry-brexit

Andreas Eisl and Eulalia Rubio. 2020. Brexit and External Differentiation in Single Mar-

ket Access. EU IDEA Policy Briefs No. 1, published online June 19, 2020: 1–14.

 https://euidea.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/euidea_pb_1.pdf

Andreas Eisl. 2020. Fiscal Policy-Making in the Time of Coronavirus: Time to Trigger 

the Escape Clauses in Fiscal Frameworks. Jacques Delors Institute Blog Post, published 

online March 20, 2020.

 https://institutdelors.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/BP-200320-Eisl-1.pdf

Andreas Eisl. 2020. How Would the EU Accession Procedure Really Improve? Jacques 

Delors Institute Policy Brief March 2020, published online March 4, 2020.

 https://institutdelors.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/PB-AE-accession.pdf

Andreas Eisl. 2020. Coronabonds: A Solution to Current and Long-Standing Challenges. 

The Rift, published online May 14, 2020.

 https://therift.eu/index.php/2020/05/14/for-or-against-coronabonds/

Olivier Godechot, Mirna Safi, Philippe Coulangeon, Emanuele Ferragina, Emily 

Helmeid, Stefan Pauly, Ettore Recchi, Nicolas Sauger, Jen Schradie, Katharina Tittel, 

and Andrew Zola. 2020. La France confinée: anciennes et nouvelles inégalités. In Le 

monde d’aujourd’hui: les sciences sociales au temps de la Covid-19, edited by Marc Lazar, 

Guillaume Plantin, and Xavier Ragot. Presses de Sciences Po, 95–116.

 https://www.sciencespo.fr/osc/fr/node/2235.html

MaxPo Discussion Papers

Other publications by  
MaxPo researchers
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Olivier Godechot, Ettore Recchi, Emanuele Ferragina, Emily Helmeid, Stefan Pauly, 

Mirna Safi, Nicolas Sauger, Jen Schradie, Katharina Tittel, and Andrew Zola. 2020. 

Living through Lockdown: Social Inequalities and Transformations during the COVID-19 

Crisis in France. OSC Paper 2020-1, July 2020.

 https://tinyurl.com/living-through-lockdown

Olivier Godechot, Paula Apascaritei, István Boza, Lasse Henriksen, Are Skeie Hermansen, 

Feng Hou, Naomi Kodama, Alena Křížková, Jiwook Jung, Marta Elvira, Silvia Maja 

Melzer, Eunmi Mun, Halil Sabanci, Max Thaning, Nina Bandelj, Alexis Baudour, Dustin 

Avent-Holt, Aleksandra Kanjuo-Mrčela, Zoltán Lippényi, Andrew Penner, Trond Petersen, 

Andreja Poje, William Rainey, Mirna Safi, Matthew Soener, and Donald Tomaskovic-

Devey. 2020. Rising Between-Workplace Inequalities in High-Income Countries. PNAS – 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, 

published online April 13, 2020.

 https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/04/07/1918249117

Olivier Godechot. 2020. Financialization and the Increase in Inequality. In International 

Handbook of Financialization, edited by Philip Mader, Daniel Mertens, and Natascha 

van der Zwan. London: Routledge.

 https://tinyurl.com/handbook-financialization

Olivier Godechot. 2020. [Book review] The Great Reaper: The Unique Equalizer? – 

Walter Scheidel, The Great Leveler. Violence and the History of Inequality from the 

Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century. European Journal of Sociology 60 (3): 510–516.

 https://tinyurl.com/godechot-great-reaper

Ken-Hou Lin and Megan Tobias Neely. 2020. Divested: Inequality in the Age of Finance. 

New York: Oxford University Press.

 https://tinyurl.com/oup-divested

Thomas Pellerin-Carlin, Andreas Eisl, and Emilie Magdalinski. 2020. Overcoming 

Covid-19 Crises by Building a Clean and Resilient Europe. Jacques Delors Institute Policy 

Brief, April 2020, published online April 10, 2020.

 https://institutdelors.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PB-200410-TPC-EN-2.pdf

Mirna Safi, Philippe Coulangeon, Olivier Godechot, Emanuele Ferragina, Emily Helmeid, 

Stefan Pauly, Ettore Recchi, Nicolas Sauger, and Jen Schradie. 2020. When Life Revolves 

Around the Home: Work and Sociability during the Lockdown. Project Coping with 

Covid-19: Social Distancing, Cohesion and Inequality in 2020 France. Sciences Po - 

Observatoire sociologique du changement, published online May 22, 2020.

 https://zenodo.org/record/3839312

Mirna Safi, Philippe Coulangeon, Olivier Godechot, Emanuele Ferragina, Emily Helmeid, 

Stefan Pauly, Ettore Recchi, Nicolas Sauger, and Jen Schradie. 2020. La vie entre quatre 

murs: Travail et sociabilité en temps de confinement. Projet Faire face au Covid-19: 

Distanciation sociale, cohésion et inégalité dans la France de 2020. Sciences Po – 

Observatoire sociologique du changement, published online May 22, 2020.

 https://zenodo.org/record/3839288/

Recent Publications

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/divested-9780190638313?cc=de&lang=en&
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The MaxPo Newsletter provides informa-
tion on people and events at the Max 
Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping with 
Instability in Market Societies in Paris. It is 
published two to three times a year.

maxpo 
Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping 
with Instability in Market Societies

27 rue Saint-Guillaume  
75337 Paris cedex 07 France
Tel +33 145 49 59 32
Fax +33 158 71 70 90
Email info@maxpo.eu
www.maxpo.eu

Editor 
Allison Rovny

Layout 
Astrid Dünkelmann

Design 
www.dk-copiloten.de

Website  
www.maxpo.eu/news.asp

Subscriptions
If you would like to receive the MaxPo 
Newsletter free of charge by email, 
please write to 
info@maxpo.eu

The Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping 
with Instability in Market Societies (MaxPo) is a 
Franco-German research center which was jointly 
founded by the Max Planck Society and Sciences Po. 
Researchers at MaxPo investigate how individuals, 
organizations, and nation-states are coping with 
the new forms of economic and social instability 
that have developed in Western societies as a re-
sult of policy shifts, the expansion of markets, tech-
nological advances, and cultural changes. Located 
at Sciences Po Paris and cooperating closely with 
the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies 
(MPIfG) in Cologne, the Center aims to contribute 
substantially to the social sciences in Europe and 
enrich academic and political dialogue between 
France and Germany.

About

MaxPo is pleased to publish its call for 

applications for visiting scholars for the 

2021–2022 academic year. We are offer-

ing research stays of approximately two 

months at Sciences Po in the heart of 

Paris to senior academics. Researchers 

with projects in economic and financial 

sociology, political economy, economic 

history, and political history are encour-

aged to apply. We offer office space 

and a stipend to help cover accommo-

dation expenses in Paris. Applicants 

must have their own additional fund-

ing to cover living expenses. Visiting fel-

lows will present their work in MaxPo’s 

seminar program. 

 https://tinyurl.com/maxpo-visitors

Research stays at MaxPo in 2021 and 2022: Call for applications

Starting in September 2021, the doc-

toral fellowship recipient will work 

under the supervision of Prof. Olivier 

Godechot or Prof. Cornelia Woll. Appli-

cants are required to apply for formal 

enrollment in the doctoral program 

in sociology or political science at Sci-

ences Po in Paris. Applicants’ research 

interests should fall into the area of 

MaxPo’s research program, and their 

PhD project proposal should fit into 

one of the two research groups at 

MaxPo. The MaxPo PhD program runs 

in close collaboration with the doctor-

al program of the International Max 

Planck Research School on the Social 

and Political Constitution of the Econ-

omy (IMPRS-SPCE) in Cologne. Togeth-

er, we offer the possibility of a double 

doctorate (cotutelle de thèse). Candi-

dates will hold a master’s degree (or 

equivalent) and have received training 

in history, sociology, or political science, 

with additional training in related 

fields. A firm command of English and 

a working knowledge of French is re-

quired. Please see the announcement 

on the MaxPo website for more details.

 http://www.maxpo.eu/jobs.asp#Docs

Application deadline:  

January 21, 2021

MaxPo invites applications for a doctoral fellowship

Application deadline:  

April 30, 2021

Job Openings

mailto:info@maxpo.eu
www.maxpo.eu
www.dk-copiloten.de
www.maxpo.eu/news.asp
mailto:info@maxpo.eu
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