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MaxPo's Fifth-Anniversary International Conference January 2018
Destabilizing Orders –
Understanding the Consequences of Neoliberalism
January 12–13, 2018, Sciences Po, Paris

MaxPo's Fifth Anniversary
International Conference

Through the long postwar period, crisis

yet understand. Perhaps the greatest

was a conjectural phenomenon, excep-

paradox of all is that neoliberalism has

tional in a normalcy of growth and so-

spawned authoritarianism. At the same

cial progress. Key concepts of the social

time, these processes are not at all new,

sciences – indeed, our understanding

but must be put in the context of the so-

of democracy, of embedded markets,

cioeconomic and cultural cleavages pro-

of enlightened electorates, benevolent

duced by the shift to neoliberalism since

political elites, and problem-solving pro-

the 1970s.

gressive alliances – seem inapt for under-

This international conference with prom-

standing the current societal upheaval.

inent and distinguished scholars address-

In the wake of the financial crisis of 2008,

es the different facets of social destabi-

we have witnessed majority alliances

lization that we observe today. It marks

breaking down, populism returning on

the fifth anniversary of the founding of

a grand scale both in the Western world

MaxPo, the Max Planck Sciences Po Cen-

and globally, and the new patterns of

ter on Coping with Instability in Market

social mobilization erupting into cha-

Societies. Presentations will analyze dif-

otic and sometimes violent protest. The

ferent aspects of the overarching phe-

forces that underpinned the framework

nomenon of social destabilization, trying

of welfare capitalism seem obsolete in

to identify common threats in the diverse

the face of financial and political elites

developments currently being observed.

that are paradoxically both disconnected

Conference hosts:

from national territory and sometimes

Jens Beckert, Max Planck Institute for

in direct alliance with nationalist and

the Study of Societies, Cologne

populist movements. Politics of resent-

Jenny Andersson, MaxPo, Sciences Po

ment, politics of place, and new politics

Olivier Godechot, MaxPo, Sciences Po

of class interact in ways that we do not
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Visitors and Speakers

Katherine J. Cramer

Katherine J. Cramer is Professor of Politi-

and the Center for Integrated Agricultur-

cal Science and Director of the Morgridge

al Systems. Her work focuses on the way

Center for Public Service at the Univer-

people in the United States make sense of

sity of Wisconsin–Madison. She is also an

politics and their place in it. Her book, The

affiliate faculty member in the Elections

Politics of Resentment: Rural Consciousness

Research Center, the School of Journalism

in Wisconsin and the Rise of Scott Walker,

and Mass Communication, the LaFollette

examines rural resentment toward cities

School of Public Affairs, the Institute for

and its implications for contemporary poli-

Research on Poverty, the Department of

tics (University of Chicago Press, 2016).

Forest and Wildlife Ecology, the Center for

Katherine J. Cramer

Nonprofits, the Wisconsin Center for the
Advancement of Postsecondary Education,

Peo Hansen

Peo Hansen is Professor of Political Science

thored with Stefan Jonsson, Bloomsbury,

at the Institute for Research on Migration,

2014).

Ethnicity and Society (REMESO), Linköping

In 2015 he was commissioned by the OECD

University. He has been a postdoctoral fel-

to write a paper on the EU’s labour migra-

low and visiting scholar at Columbia Uni-

tion policy: “The European Unions’ Exter-

versity’s European Institute (2002–03) and

nal Labour Migration Policy: Rationale,

a senior fellow at New York University’s

Objectives, Approaches and Results, 1999–

Remarque Institute (2006).

2014,” OECD Social, Employment and Mi-

Peo Hansen’s research focuses on European

gration Working Papers (No. 185, 2016).

integration, migration policy, citizenship,

Hansen’s work has appeared in a wide va-

political economy, colonialism and postwar

riety of journals, including History of the

European geopolitics. His publications in-

Present, Journal of Common Market Stud-

clude The Politics of European Citizenship:

ies, European Societies, European Journal

Deepening Contradictions in Social Rights

of Social Theory, and Interventions and

and Migration Policy (co-authored with

Mediterranean Quarterly. He is currently

Sandy B. Hager, Berghahn Books, 2012)

writing a book on the political economy of

and Eurafrica: The Untold History of Euro-

the EU’s ‘migration crises.’

pean Integration and Colonialism (co-au-

Kai Koddenbrock

Peo Hansen

Kai Koddenbrock is a lecturer and as-

in the European Journal of Internation-

sistant professor in International Rela-

al Relations, Third World Quarterly and

tions and International Political Econo-

Politische Vierteljahresschrift among

my at the Institute of Political Science

others. During his research stay at Max-

at the University of Duisburg-Essen,

Po, he will pursue a project on mone-

Germany. He is working on money

tary dependency and the West African

theory, dependency, and the Global

Franc CFA zone.

South. His publications have featured

Kai Koddenbrock
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Genevieve LeBaron

Genevieve LeBaron is Senior Lecturer in

nomic and Social Research Council Fu-

the Department of Politics at the Uni-

ture Research Leaders Grant and in

versity of Sheffield and Co-Chair of the

2015 was awarded the British Academy

Yale University Modern Slavery Work-

Rising Star Engagement Award by the

ing Group. Her current research focuses

British Academy for the Humanities and

on the global business of forced labour

Social Sciences.

and the politics and effectiveness of

Genevieve LeBaron

governance initiatives to combat it.

www.genevievelebaron.org/

Genevieve currently holds a UK Eco-

Silvia Maja Melzer is currently working

Her research focuses on social struc-

as a Postdoc in Sociology at Bielefeld

tures and social inequality in the labor

University. She defended her disserta-

market. In particular, she investigates

tion, entitled “Causes and Consequenc-

the role of firms in the genesis of in-

es of the Gender Specific Migration

come inequality.

from East to West Germany” at Biele-

Silvia Maja Melzer

feld University in January 2014.
Silvia Maja Melzer

Awards and Honors

Troels Magelund Krarup

MaxPo–Sciences Po PhD graduate (2016)

Lutheran theology, more specifically from

Troels Magelund Krarup received a post-

‘order theology.’

doctoral scholarship from the Gerda Hen-

While historians have already accounted

kel Stiftung for his project entitled “Dis-

for the biographical relations between

courses on Order and the Genealogy of

proponents of early ordoliberalism and

Economic Governance in the European

order theology respectively, Krarup’s post-

Union” for the period of July–November

doctoral research project aims to conduct

2017.

a discourse analysis of the common intel-

Krarup’s project deals with ordoliberalism,

lectual concerns with the concept of order

as it is rarely noted in sociology and po-

in the two traditions. The ambition is to

litical economy that ordoliberalism – the

lay the groundwork for a new genealogy

dominant German tradition of political

of political and economic thinking in the

thought that remains highly influential

European Union today.

even in crisis-ridden Europe today – adopted its concept of ‘order’ from interwar

Troels Magelund Krarup
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Visiting Doctoral Student

Jason Ferguson is a doctoral candidate in

which explores the Senegalese legal

sociology at the University of California–

system and penal code, as well as judi-

Berkeley and holds an MA in Quantitative

cial decision-making. Ferguson’s work is

Methods from Columbia University.

multi-scalar and mixed-method, drawing

His research focuses on comparative law,

on statistical analyses, archival research,

culture, and social theory. In his disserta-

in-depth interviews, and ethnography.

tion, Ferguson examines cross-national
Jason Ferguson

Jason Ferguson

convergence and divergence in laws and
legal systems from 1945 to the present.
His project also includes a case study,

New MaxPo Doctoral Students

Zoé Evrard

Zoé Evrard studied political science,

fused, legitimized, and implemented in

economics, and philosophy at the Uni-

three small consociational democracies:

versité Catholique de Louvain, Belgium,

Belgium, the Netherlands, and Switzer-

and at Erasmus University Rotterdam,

land. Besides shedding light on a new

the Netherlands. Her Master’s thesis in

variety of neoliberalization, and hence

political science focused on the gradu-

contributing to the burgeoning litera-

al transformation of pension schemes

ture on the varieties of neoliberaliza-

in Belgium. During her graduate stud-

tion, her research addresses important,

ies, she also became active in student

yet understudied, issues such as how

movements defending a more pluralis-

change occurs in veto players’ prefer-

tic approach in the economics curricula.

ences and how neoliberal reforms are

Her research project at MaxPo aims at

consolidated.

comparing the mechanisms through
which neoliberal reforms were dif-

Denys Gorbach

Denys Gorbach received his Master’s de-

his master’s project, Denys studied hege-

gree in June 2017 from the Department of

monic configurations at the workplace and

Sociology and Social Anthropology at Cen-

national level that prevented trade unions

tral European University, Budapest. Previ-

from becoming channels of radical political

ously, he got his BA in political science and

mobilisation.

MA in philosophy from Kyiv-Mohyla Acade-

His current research project is focused on

my in Ukraine, and worked as an economic

national populism in today’s Ukraine – both

journalist.

as the basis of dominant national public

His research interests include political econ-

discourses and as the defining factor of the

omy, social movements, and working class

country’s national variety of capitalism.

formation in the post-Soviet region. For
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Activities

Seminar Series

SCOOPS
September 18, 2017, 12:30–2:30 pm

November 27, 2017, 12:30–2:30 pm

Salle Goguel,

Salle du Conseil

56 rue des Saints-Pères, 75007 Paris

13 rue de l’Université, 75007 Paris

Katherine J. Cramer,

Peo Hansen,

University of Wisconsin–Madison

Linköping University

The Politics of Resentment

Refugees Welcome, Goodbye Austerity:

Discussant:

The European ‘Refugee Crisis’ and the

Florence Faucher, Sciences Po, CEE

Keynesian Lesson

Joint with CEE

Discussant:
Virginie Guiraudon, Sciences Po, CEE

October 16, 2017, 12:30–2:30 pm

December 5, 2017, 12:30–2:30 pm

Salle Goguel,

Salle du Conseil

56 rue des Saints-Pères, 75007 Paris

13 rue de l’Université, 75007 Paris

Genevieve LeBaron,

Kai Koddenbrock,

University of Sheffield

University of Duisburg-Essen

Combatting the Global Business of

Towards a Theory of Monetary De-

Forced Labour

pendency: Money Creation and the

Discussant:

Policy Space of ‘Peripheral’ States

Jérôme Pélisse, Sciences Po, CSO

Discussant:
tba

MaxPo SCOOPS

Publications

MaxPo Discussion Paper

Andreas Eisl. 2017.
Explaining Variation in Public Debt: A Quantitative Analysis of the Effects of
Governance.
MaxPo Discussion Paper 17/1. Paris: Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping
with Instability in Market Societies.
MaxPo Discussion Paper 17/1
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Publications

Recent Publications

Jenny Andersson. 2017.
The Power of the Future.
Commentary in Akos Rona-Tas: Review of Jens Beckert. 2016. Imagined Futures:
Fictional Expectations and Capitalist Dynamics. Harvard University Press.
Socioeconomic Review 15(1), 241–258 (2017). doi: 10.1093/ser/mwx001n.
PDF
Christian Baudelot, Damien Cartron, Martin Chevalier, Jérôme Gautié, Olivier
Godechot, Michel Gollac, Claudia Senik. 2017.
Public-privé: le juste salaire?
Pp. 139–184, in: Repenser le modèle social: 8 nouvelles questions d’économie.
Philippe Askenazy, Daniel Cohen and Claudia Senik (eds.). Paris: Albin Michel.
Andrés Chiriboga. 2017.
La gestión de la liquidez en la legislación económica.
Pp. 88–111, in: Desarrollo legislativo en materia económica. Periodo 2013–2017.
Quito: Asamblea nacional.
PDF
Linsey McGoey. 2017.
Les dessous de la philanthropie: Entretien avec Linsey McGoey.
La vie des idées.
Website
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The Max Planck Sciences Po Center on Coping with
Instability in Market Societies (MaxPo) is a FrancoGerman research center which was jointly founded
by the Max Planck Society and Sciences Po. Researchers at MaxPo investigate how individuals,
organizations, and nation-states are coping with
the new forms of economic and social instability
that have developed in Western societies as a result of policy shifts, the expansion of markets, technological advances, and cultural changes. Located
at Sciences Po Paris and cooperating closely with
the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies
(MPIfG) in Cologne, the Center aims to contribute
substantially to the social sciences in Europe and
enrich academic and political dialogue between
France and Germany.

